I-495/CAPITAL BELTWAY HOT LANES

Responses to Comments Received for the Public Record

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) conducted a Design Public
Hearing on the 1-495 Capital Beltway HOV/Bus/HOT (High Occupancy Toll)
Lanes project on May 20 and May 21, 2008. The hearing provided interested
citizens an opportunity to formally review, discuss, and provide input on the
proposed project.

MAY 20, 2008 MAY 21, 2008
Northern Virginia Community College George C. Marshall High School
Ernst Cultural Center 7731 Leesburg Pike
8333 Little River Turnpike Falls Church, VA 22043

Annandale, VA 22003

An Open House was held from 5-7 p.m., with a brief presentation at 7 p.m.,
followed by an opportunity for the public to provide comments on the record.

The public was notified of the Design Public Hearing via correspondence mailed
to 680 nearby property owners, postcards mailed to over 42,000 residents and
businesses, newspaper advertisements, media advisories, Web site and INFO
telephone line promotions, and public service announcements.

The project team was available to respond to questions and concerns throughout
each evening. Comments sheets were available at each meeting and on the
VDOT Web site at www.virginiadot.org. Comments could also be sent via e-mail
to Meeting_Comments@VDOT.Virginia.gov or to Roger Boothe, Project
Manager, VDOT, 6400 Commerce Street, Springfield, VA 22150.

The public was requested to provide written or verbal comments at the hearing or
submit them by June 5, 2008 to be considered part of the formal hearing
transcript. Approximately 522 comments were received from 279 persons. These
comments and the team’s responses are included in this Comment Report, which
includes comments received at the Design Public Hearing and through other
venues, categorized by topic. An Appendix follows the comments/responses.
Table 1 is organized by commenter ID# and name. Table 2 is organized by last
name and comment category.



Comments/Responses Arrangement

The comments/responses are arranged by sections. Section 1 includes
comments received by the Court Reporters at the Design Public Hearing on May
20 and 21, 2008. “Public” refers to those comments given publicly immediately
following the Design Public Hearing presentation. “Private” refers to comments
given privately to a Court Reporter at the Design Public Hearing.

Section 2 contains all comments received by way of e-mail, comment sheets and

correspondence (in other words, comments that were NOT received via the
Court Reporters). Both sections are arranged by topic and then in numerical
order by ID number.

The comment sheet questions offered a response of “Yes”, “No”, and “No
opinion”. Respondents checked these choices and some offered additional
explanation.

Appendix

Tablel: Commenter Identification by ID Number — Every commenter received a
unigue identification number in the order their comment was received. Table 1
lists the names and organizations (if applicable) of all commenters by their ID
number. The purpose of this table is to provide the identity of the commenter to
any interested party reading through the comments. Match the commenter ID
number to the respondents’ name to determine the commenter’s identity.

Table 2: Comments Received for Public Record by Last Name and Document
Section — This table identifies by last name and ID number, the section number
(Section 1 or 2) and category of comment. The purpose of Table 2 is to assist a
commenter in tracking down the response to his/her comment. Search for the

commenters’ last name and locate the commenter ID # and section number. Turn

to the appropriate section number (Section 1 or 2) and locate the category of
comment and specific comment/response arranged in numerical order by
commenter ID number.
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Category
Bicyclists

Section 1: Comments and Responses via Court Reporter

ID Source Comment

85 Public

90 Public

I'm happy to see
accommaodations for bicyclists
and pedestrians on the
proposed bridges, but the
approaches to those bridges will
put bicycles and pedestrians
crossing paths with autos at
entrances and exits and that's a
dangerous mix.

| must applaud the detail in the
design here to make room for
bicycle accommodations. That's
the term that we prefer to use,
in terms of just bicycle access.
There is a difference between
simple and the ability for people
to actually use the access. The
main point that | would like to
make here, there is an
important nuance -- and it is
important to me and | ride every
day -- | need room to live. This
primarily deals with the
transitions. So | urge you to look
at those detailed signs and those
crossing points to give room to
live to the bicyclists.

Response

We are unsure what the citizen means by a
“dangerous mix”. Northern Virginia already
has bridges where bicyclists are currently
riding. By providing space for them to co-
exist with vehicles we should be improving
the safety of these users. The lack of
shoulders approaching these structures are
outside of this project’s scope and will have
to be addressed in a future project. VDOT
currently has money in their annual paving
program dedicated to improving shoulders
where VDOT owns additional right-of-way.
Where VDOT does not have available land,
the citizen should contact the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors and ask for a future
project to address this situation.

Note that there is currently no guidance or
standard regarding how to stripe this area or
where the bicyclist should ride in relation to
the travel lanes while traveling through this
area. While we have made minor
adjustments to provide more space in the
gore area and an additional 3’ striped
shoulder for the bicyclist, we are restricted
by what we can do until national guidance is
published. The designers have provided as
much shoulder space as is possible within
the limits of the project where the roadway
will be fully reconstructed. However at this
time no additional space was provided
where the project only overlaid the roadway
with asphalt. These locations will have to be
addressed at a future date. VDOT currently
has money in their annual paving program
dedicated to improving shoulders where we
own additional right-of-way. Where we do
not have available land, the citizen should
contact his County Supervisor and ask for a
future project to address the location.
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Category ID Source Comment Response

99 Public | wanted to applaud all the VDOT is working to improve our
bicycle access. My concern is transportation system so that it
that on the written paper how  accommodates all users as per the

to express to other Commonwealth Transportation Board’s
representatives is the road, the  3/18/03 policy. This project will have
bike access on the roads is improved facilities on most of the bridges.

almost nonexistent. The flaw
with all this is there are no bike
lanes on Little River Turnpike,
Gallows Road and the other
major thoroughfares.

109 Private There isn't a bike path on the Bike routes were designed in accordance
side of Braddock Road. It's with federal and state requirements that
actually an increased shoulder  take bicycle and vehicle safety into account.
which concerns me that the
bikers are going to be in there
with the Braddock Road
highway exits and they have
potential for being hit because
people aren't paying attention
to them.

113 Public  Please, use this once in a There will be improved bicycle or pedestrian
lifetime opportunity to helpus  facilities on 9 bridges over the beltway, 1
create an integrated pedestrian  roadway under the beltway and 2 nearby
and bike network. bridges (one of which will be addressed in a

future phase) within the project limits. This
is a significant improvement over the
existing facilities

114 Public Where's the bike and pedestrian A trail that runs parallel to the Beltway is

trail parallel to the beltway outside the scope of this project. Our

which is mandated by the commitment with Fairfax County has been to

county master plan? provide new and improved access for bike
riders and pedestrians as they cross the
interstate.
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Category

ID Source Comment

116 Public

118 Public

120 Public

VDOT has made an admirable
commitment to requiring
routine accommodations for
pedestrians and bicyclists in
their policy in how you plan,
design, construct, operate and
maintain your road projects. On
particularly heavily traveled
roads like Route 7, Gallows,
Route 236 and Braddock Road,
onroad facilities are critical to
enabling bicyclists to get across
those interchanges. We'll need
bikeable shoulders and/or
striped bike lanes on those busy
roads and it is critically
important. W&OD trail isa
lifeline for some of the bicyclists
in Northern Virginia and
Washington, D.C. area, so
finding a way to keep that
bicycle traffic flowing across the
W&OD during the constructing
of 495, would be extremely
important.

| think bicycles are an important
part of the transportation
picture and if you can do
anything to help bicyclists or
encourage bicyclists, | would
support that. You can take any

bicycle on the subway outside of

rush hour, and a folding bike
you can take on the subway
system at any time.

I'm glad to see the
improvements that you have
made on many of these in your
drawings for these new
crossings you're going to be
building. It looks like it's a great
improvement over what we
have down at Springfield. I'm
concerned that there will be a
need for signed or lines or
somehow some help to access
to both ends of these bridges so
that one can get from
established routes across the
beltway and on.

Response

Shoulders on the approaching roads are
outside the scope of this project. However
VDOT currently has money in their annual
paving program dedicated to improving
shoulders where we own additional right-of-
way. Where we do not have available land,
the citizen should contact his County
Supervisor and ask for a future project to
address this issue.

Thanks for your comment and the
demonstration of the folding bicycle.

Any changes bicycle and pedestrian access at
Springfield are outside the scope of this
project. However there are many changes
(improvements) at the state and national
level in design and policy to accommodate
bicycles and pedestrians since Springfield
was designed.
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Category

Construction

ID Source Comment

125 Public  You are going to have
pedestrian access in terms of
actual walkways going across
instead of the dirt trail that
people use at the moment, but
you're not necessarily going to
see any significant
improvements to make it safer.
That's my big concern. But |
would like to applaud you on
the fact that you have taken in
cycling as a consideration for
most of the other bridges and |
do see improvements that will
help the community in the
future.

Let the bike lanes and the
walkers get the direct route in.
Don't make me walk a half a
mile up and a half a mile back
just to cross the street. Make it
safe enough for the children to
ride their bikes, too.

127 Public

137 Public I'm very thankful that you've
been considering the crossings
and that you've included what
you have so far. One of my
concerns would be that some of
the crossings do not reflect
they've been properly planned
for bikers. | would hope that
you would take another look at
the plans and see if you could
improve them a bit for the
biking and walking community.

Response

Both the County and VDOT staff agreed that
a wider sidewalk (10" on both sides) would
be preferable to allow the bicyclist to use the
sidewalk. This will correspond to plans for
the adjacent area.

VDOT is working to improve our
transportation system so that it
accommodates all users as per the
Commonwealth Transportation Board’s
3/18/03 policy.

There will be improved bicycle or pedestrian
facilities on 9 bridges over the beltway, 1
roadway under the beltway and 2 nearby
bridges (one of which will be addressed in a
future phase) within the project limits. The
Fairfax County Trails Plan was a large
component in determining what would be
provided as well as input from County and
VDOT staff. Fairfax County staff have
concurred with the bicycle and pedestrian
improvements as planned.
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Category ID Source Comment Response

86 Public I'would also like to consider that The construction will take place both during
this be nighttime construction the daylight hours and nighttime hours. The
rather than daytime. Braddock construction is being planned to provide for
Road bridges are going to be limited impact to the traveling public.
eliminated two lanes at atime.  However, lane closures will be required to
That means a four-lane road will perform certain aspects of the work such as
go down to two lanes during the bridge demolition/installation and paving.
daytime. Itis already congested These lane closures will be take place off
nonstop all the time and now peak including night time.
we're going to have to have to
have half of the lanes that are
possible.

89 Public Keeping a construction schedule VDOT and construction contractor Fluor-
that will reduce the amount of  Lane are planning the work to minimize
time that Braddock Road traffic  construction impacts on the Beltway and
capacity is reduced. The amount major arterial routes that cross the highway.

of traffic on Braddock Road We have a very aggressive five year
exceeds most interstates. There construction schedule considering the size
are site distance problems and complexity of the project. By reducing

approaching the beltway from  the overall time of the construction schedule
the west that already create the we hope to minimize the disruption to
potential for rear end collisions. motorists, residents and businesses. Our

These factors should be Maintenance of Traffic personnel are closely
considered in reducing the looking at the Braddock Road interchange to
restriction of existing lanestoa  address safety issues created by construction
minimum and in the safety in the area.

measures established on
Braddock Road to prevent
accidents.

95 Public  Will Braddock Rd. be widened?  VDOT currently has no plans to widen

Adair Road is about a house Braddock Road outside the footprint of the
width away from Braddock Beltway HOT Lanes Project. There is no item
Road. We will end up losing in the Six Year Improvement plan to widen

part of our neighborhood. It has Braddock Rd., nor is there any study

been there since at least 1955.  currently ongoing that looks at widening
So my concern is what's going to  Braddock Road. The approaches on either
happen in that aspect and any  side of Braddock Road Bridge will be

information that can be widened only to the extent that allows them
provided for our community to be consistent with the bridge cross
would be wonderful. section.
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Category

ID Source Comment

96 Public

113 Public

113 Public

| was noticing those sound
barriers everyone's talking
about. In most cases they're
tightly up against the road. |
would suggest that you plan to
put them a little farther back,
probably on the west side.
Hopefully someday there will be
a future rail running parallel on
the Beltway. So | would request
you think about the idea that at
some point that right-of-way is
going to be needed for rail as
well as for roads. And put those
sound barriers back far enough
so that no further construction
will be necessary to tear them
down and move them back.

For construction staging areas,
you must be sensitive to the
community. We believe the
staging area across from Cooper
Middle School is a wrong place
for a construction staging area
over five years. We ask that you
consider keeping this project
within commercial areas as
much as possible and keeping it
out of the residential
neighborhoods.

VDOT must develop and
implement a workable plan to
prevent traffic from cutting
through our neighborhoods.
Priority must be given to
protecting our communities
from commuters looking to
avoid the congestion and
disruption to travel that these
projects will cause.

Response

It is not feasible to move sound walls further
back because this would entail significant
additional Right of Way and environmental
impacts that are unacceptable. There are no
plans to build Metrorail on the Beltway.

VDOT and our Partner CBE have discussed
with the Supervisor during several meetings
specific actions to keep the community fully
informed and to be sensitive to their
concerns. This effort will continue, as will
extensive efforts to coordinate with Fairfax
County agencies and the Board of
Supervisors.

VDOT has a robust program in place to
maintain motorist and pedestrian safety and
to mitigate congestion and delays during
construction. This program includes specific
Maintenance of Traffic Plans for every area
of construction, a project-specific
transportation management plan that looks
at the full range of strategies including
transit, public information and innovative
approaches, and a region-wide
Transportation Management Program.
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Category ID Source Comment Response

135 Public My property is probably VDOT is committed to reducing impacts to
affected the most on the project properties impacted by roadway
that is not being condemned. |  improvement projects whenever possible.

have a property easement, and  Impacts caused by the roadway design are
a retaining wall, and the sound  considered for each impacted parcel in an
barrier within the current plan  effort to mitigate identified disturbances to
inside my property line so | the property. Meetings with property
wanted to have VDOT consider  owners by VDOT are essential in not only
feasibility studies of obviously sharing the project’s needs with property
pushing that away and saving owners but also to offer opportunities for
some space through this tight property owners to share their concerns
corridor. | realize that certain with VDOT. Information provided by
steps will be taken--the standard property owners will be shared with VDOT
12-foot lane versus 11-foot lane  representatives to ensure that all possible

or maybe minimizing or not remedies at reducing impacts are
using a shoulder for about 1/32  considered. VDOT/Fluor-Lane will continue
or 1/16 of a mile. to assess the situation.The Capital Beltway

HOT lanes will create a free-flowing network
for buses - providing opportunities for fast,
reliable travel on the Beltway for the first
time. This is happening at a time when the
Dulles Metro Rail Project is moving forward
and there are a number of other large
transportation jobs in motion in northern
Virginia. HOT Lanes will be free for buses and
HOV 3 users, thus a new and welcome
transit opportunity. Also, the contract with
VDOT includes a fee sharing program if
revenues generated by the HOT lanes exceed
a certain threshold. This money will be
reinvested by VDOT back into northern
Virginia, specifically into transit
opportunities.

Design/Plans
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ID Source Comment

82 Public

83 Public

There is no access from the
northbound common lanes
going to Gallows Road. The
closest exit to Inova Fairfax
Hospital from the HOT lanes
would be a new exit that you
highlight. This is of great
concern to us due to the fact
that Inova FairfaxHospital is the
only Level | trauma center in
northern VA. For a patient
being transported in a life-or-
death situation a short block of
time can sometimes mean the
difference between life and
death. We feel it is critical to
have access from both the
regular lanes as well as the HOT
lanes to Gallows Road.

| wanted to emphasize the
importance to us at the trauma
center of having access from the
Beltway to the hospital. We
would encourage you to
consider making it possible for
emergency vehicles that are
traveling to our facility to use
the HOT late exit at Gallows
Road instead of having to go
down the road to Lee Highway.
We think that there is a true
difference in time as it relates to
outcome and we would ask you
to consider that as you're
making further plants.

Response

Both VDOT and CBE are considering
southern access to Gallows Road via HOT
Lanes. At a minimum design shall not
preclude future emergency only access to
provide for future connection.

Both VDOT and CBE are considering
southern access to Gallows Road via HOT
Lanes. At a minimum design shall not
preclude future emergency only access to
provide for future connection.
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Category ID Source Comment Response

86 Public My main concerns is that this 14 Under the West Side Mobility Study,
miles of lanes on the Beltway, Maryland is currently studying options for

ends at Cabin John Bridge. extending Managed Lanes to the Inter
Maryland is not sending those County Connector and widening the Legion
eight lanes over across the Bridge. The ultimate section determined by
Potomac River. So what was Maryland will then meet the northern
going to alleviate congestionis  terminus of the HOT Lanes Project. Traffic
now going to be another Studies have been conducted as part of the
bottleneck at Cabin John Interchange Justification Report (IJR). The
Bridge. Braddock Road is analysis included the comparison between

already congested. If you drive  no-build conditions and the HOT project.
east on Braddock Road during The operational analysis shows that traffic

the rush hour in the morning conditions on Braddock Road under the
you are stopped by people going proposed HOT lanes will be similar to both
on the Beltway and you are existing conditions and conditions if this

stopped by people trying to turn  project was not built. HOT Lanes will not
left onto Ravensworth Road to  extend onto Braddock Road. The

go into Annandale. So there are interchange between Braddock and the

two lanes that are going east; Beltway provides an ideal location from an
now there are no lanes for thru  operational and geometric standpoint for a
ways. You are adding a stoplight HOT Lanes access point. VDOT currently has
right at that same intersection ~ no plans to widen Braddock Road outside
to get onto the HOT lanes. That the footprint of the Beltway HOT Lanes

is going to add more congestion, Project. There is no item in the Six Year
more noise, more pollution. We Improvement plan to widen Braddock Road,
can't get a firm answer from nor is there any study currently ongoing that
VDOT or from Fluor about looks at widening Braddock Road. The
widening Braddock Road. They approaches on either side of Braddock Road
say it's not the plans but | would Bridge will be widened only to the extent
like to know, particularly for the that allows them to be consistent with the
houses that are on that street bridge cross section.

that backs up to Braddock Road,

or | who face Braddock Road, if

you widen Braddock Road is it

considered because of the

added congestion due to these

HOT lanes?
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ID Source Comment

89 Public

Adding a second lane to the
Braddock Road exit from the
inner loop of the Beltway
designated for vehicles who are
proceeding inside the Beltway to
go East on Braddock. Most
importantly, this will reduce the
back-up of the collector lane
onto the Beltway and also keep
those going East from being tied
up in the collector lane with the
larger number of vehicles who
are exiting West. Designing the
most expeditious access to
Fairfax Hospital from the
Southbound hot lanes. The
whole concept of the hot lanes
is that saving time is a value
worth paying for. In no case is
this more true than when saving
time means saving a life.
Providing access to the HOT
lanes from the Beltway; | also
wish to go on record that |
believe that the wrong standard
has been applied to providing
access to the HOT lanes. As |
have understood in piecing
together the information from
the numerous briefings | have
attended in the last month, the
very limited number of access
points to the HOT lanes reflects
some sort of federal/national
standard for toll facilities. Such
severely limited access
undercuts the value of the HOT
lanes for many Fairfax County
residents and basically creates a
facility that is mostly for the use
of those commuting on 1-95 and
I-66 from the west and south. In
contrast, | believe an access
standard should have been
applied comparable to the HOV
lanes on |-66 inside the beltway
and 1-395. The current design’s
limited access points — which do
not include Rt-236 and Rt-50 —
severely limits the HOT lanes
HOV/express bus value in
reducing congestion and air-
pollution. The limited access
points also will exacerbate
neighborhood cut-through
traffic on 2-lane roads such as
those | am most familiar with:

Response

Several alternatives were evaluated at the
Braddock Road interchange. Some of the
improvement options considered included
additional lanes on ramps. However, these
options had significant environmental and
right-of-way impacts. The proposed design
results in levels of service at each of the
Braddock Road intersections in the vicinity of
the Braddock Road interchange similar to
the anticipated levels of service under the
No-Build conditions. Both VDOT and CBE are
considering the southern HOT Lanes direct
access to Gallows Road. At a minimum
design shall not preclude futrue emergency
only access to provide for future connection.
The proposed project provides additional
capacity that serves existing and projected
land use in the area. Most importantly, it
provides a major step forward in the region's
HOV network, providing for enhanced transit
service and travel choices not available in
the corridor. While the proposed project
does not update all existing roadways and
interchanges in the corridor, solutions that
addressed those issues were found to be
unaffordable and/or publicly unacceptable in
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
phase. The proposed project provides a
good balance between traffic demand and
operational needs, social and environmental
impacts, and funding considerations. The
benefits on a 24-hour basis are quite
significant. With the implementation of the
HOT lanes, five hours each day are converted
from "severe" or "moderate" congestion to
free flow.
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ID Source Comment

89 Public

89 Public

93 Public

Heritage, Wakefield Chapel, and
King Arthur, as well as on Edsall,
Backlick, and Hummer.

I'm very concerned about not
only the adequacy of the sound
walls but the impact on these
communities because of the
landscaping needs. The fact that
we're looking at a blank wall.
And as far as | know there's
nothing in the budget, either on
the public or private side, for
landscaping. There needs to be
this kind of public partnership,
so that whether it's the impact
on Braddock Road, whether it's
the way in which traffic is
managed, whether it's
additional sound walls.... thank
you very much for listening to
my repeated strong concerns
about the inadequacy of the
sound wall that were put in at
North Springfield Elementary
School and making sure that it
was corrected with an adequate
sound wall.

| see a lot of accidents at
Wakefield Chapel Road and
Braddock Road right now. With
that being a major interchange
into the northbound HOT lanes
it seems imprudent to not make
a long-term plan for Braddock
Road and the use of roads like
Wakefield Chapel. And
Prosperity Road is already
backed up now without HOT
lanes present. Why say, well,
we're going to study it and see
how bad the traffic is once we
implement the HOT lanes, then
we're going to decide who
needs what and we'll put in
traffic lights after the fact.

Response

Sound barriers are determined based upon a
formula that considers the efficacy of the
proposed barrier for the number of
impacted noise receptors. Sound walls have
been reviewed by VDOT’s Noise Abatement
Committee and approved by VDOT’s Chief
Engineer. These determinations were made
based upon bring noise relief to receptors
that qualified using the FHWA Efficacy
Formula. VDOT is considering reforestation
and landscaping efforts as funding becomes
available and/or not-profit donations to the
effort are received.

Traffic Studies have been conducted as part
of the Interchange Justification Report (IJR).
The analysis included the comparison
between no-build conditions and the HOT
project. The operational analysis shows that
traffic conditions on Braddock Road under
the proposed HOT lanes will be similar to
both existing conditions and conditions if the
project were not built. An Arterial Corridor
Analysis is now being undertaken that will
assess traffic impacts on Braddock Road and
identify safety and mobility improvements.
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ID Source Comment

95 Public

The first concern has to do with
the entrances and exits that
come to Braddock Road. Since
Braddock Road is the end (one
end of HOT lanes), my concern is
the additional traffic we will
have at that intersection. There
is also right at the intersection
where you're considering
entrance and exits and you're
talking about putting up stop
lights. There is already less than
200 feet prior to that a stoplight
at Port Royal Road. I'm
concerned about the backup
that could occur here because
they're already is backup that
exists at this intersection, since
that is the main entrance and
exit off of the Beltway at this
time. I'm trying to find out if the
traffic studies have started and
where any of the information
that may have been found from
that may be. If that information
could be put on the web site for
access that would be wonderful.

Response

Traffic Studies have been conducted as part
of the Interchange Justification Report (IJR).
The analysis included the comparison
between no-build conditions and the HOT
project. The operational analysis shows that
traffic conditions on Braddock Road under
the proposed HOT lanes will be similar to
both existing conditions and future no-build.
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Category

ID Source
102 Private

Comment

The final phase of design for
Little River Turnpike eliminates
the existing middle bridge. In
the first phase, a new bridge is
built, and then in the final
phase, another bridge is built,
and one bridge is eliminated.
We have an increasing traffic
flow on Little River Turnpike
every year. It can be as much as
ten percent per year. What
they're doing is increasing the
ability of the traffic flow to go
through the interchange at an
early phase, and then necking it
back down to its existing
capability, at the same time
when they're widening and
improving Little River Turnpike
West all the way to Fairfax City.
It's not logical. When this final
bridge is completed, the center
bridge, instead of being
demolished, should in fact be
designed -- reestablished as a
through bridge for traffic that
wants to go over the bridge and
into Annandale or out to
Fairfax. The outer bridges of
each side then would be free to
handle the traffic flow for traffic
entering and leaving the
interstate.

Response

The center span can not remain because the
piers of that span would be in conflict with
the beltway below. The space is available
should future traffic demands warrant
additional capacity.
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ID Source

Comment

104 Private The current plan is for the sound

105 Private

wall to be sixteen feet high in
front of our house. That's what
we've been told, and our house
is up on the hill. So the base of
the house is about sixteen feet
up from where the Beltway is.
That means when we're on our
second story in our bedroom,
looking out at the Beltway, we
will not have any of our vision
blocked. So we would like to
request that there not be any
signs or gantry out in front of
our house making what we see
even worse. We'd like to know
what the plans are for putting
up signs. If it's not too late, we
would like to request that the
wall be higher than sixteen feet,
since our house sits up, and
once we're upstairs, our -- we
have a three-story house. Our
second story is bedrooms facing
the Beltway. We'd like to have
that blocked.

The plan is to put a HOT lane on
ramp/off ramp on Route 29
coming off of 495 between
Shreve Road and another road
where the overpass is. Route 29
is already highly congested and
that it does not have the
capacity to handle additional
traffic coming on and off there.
When questioned whether
they're going to expend the
funds to widen Route 29 to be
able to handle the additional
traffic, they said no. This will
force more traffic into the
neighborhoods. the fact that
they put it Route 29 without
allocating enough design to
handle the traffic between the
major artery, which is Gallows
Road and Route 7, is going to
cause some significant problems.

Response

Thank you for your comment. Sound
barriers are determined based upon a
formula that considers the efficacy of the
proposed barrier for the number of
impacted noise receptors. A sound wall
study was conducted and reviewed by
VDOT’s Noise Abatement Committee.
Sound wall determinations are made based
upon their ability to bring noise relief to
receptors that qualify using the FHWA
Efficacy Formula. The signs will be placed in
accordance with federal and state
requirements.

To address impacts of increased traffic,
VDOT is undertaking an Arterial Corridor
Analysis for the major arterials within the
project footprint which will assess potential
and likely impacts and will identify strategies
to ameliorate those impacts.
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107 Private My concern is to have ways for a
pedestrian to safely cross Route
7, to safely cross the Beltway at
Route 7 and at Route 123 in the
Tysons area. Right now having
to cross at grade across Beltway
ramps is taking your life in your
hands. So | hope this will be
seriously considered in this
design detail phase. At 123 you
can't cross those ramps, it has to
be a bridge. Or it has to be
some way for a pedestrian to
cross safely, whether it's a
bridge or whatever.

108 Private Because Gallows Rd. is an access
point, how much would that
increase traffic? Because it's
already congested arteries
backing up from 495 all the way
back to Annandale Road.

109 Private My other concern is cut through
traffic in the community of
North Springfield from Backlick
Road to Braddock Road via
Leesville and Hemming Avenue.
| understand that it's to be
understood that increased
traffic will come through the
community but there is not
necessarily a way to prevent
that. My concern is what is the
county going to do with policing
and to enforce that issue? |
believe the crossing guard in our
community has been hit three
times for North Springfield
Elementary School.

Response

Pedestrian access will be provided at each of
these sites in accordance with federal and
state requirements that take pedestrian
safety into account.

Traffic studies have been conducted as part
of the Interchange Justification Report (lJR).
The analysis included the comparison
between no-build conditions and conditions
if the HOT Lanes Project is built. The analysis
shows that traffic conditions on Gallows
Road under the proposed HOT Lanes Project
will be similar to both existing conditions,
and those if the project were not built. Ina
follow up study to this project, VDOT will be
conducting studies on arterial roads to
identify potential improvements. The intent
of the signage relaying HOT Lanes pricing
information is to allow drivers to make a
decision before reaching the HOT Lanes
ramp.

VDOT is working with State and County
Police to implement enforcement activities
as part of project and regional
Transportation Management Plan activities.
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109 Private My main concern was VDOT is committed to making significant
pedestrian traffic over the top of bike and pedestrian improvements to
the road to get from one side of  Beltway bridges and overpasses. These
the Beltway to the other on the improvements are in line with county bike

Braddock Road interchange. |  and pedestrian plans. While in some cases
hear that they have only there are gaps where existing trails end and
planned it on one side of that the crossing begins, the addition of bike/ped
bridge. And in the plan the accommodations is a huge improvement and
bridge it's going to stop and will open the door for future trail

there's going to be no sidewalk  connectivity.
to the intersection of Braddock
and Ravenswood. So they're
building a sidewalk that goes
nowhere. On the other side of
Braddock Road I've been told
there was going to be no
sidewalk on that side. They are
adding a shoulder, which isn't
even going to be designated as a
bicycle lane. What I've been
told by VODT is if problems
persist that they will then make
adjustments after those
problems occur. The concern
that | have as a citizen is that
basically VDOT is letting me
know that the problem will not
be addressed until someone
gets hit.

109 Private The other concernisthe sound  VDOT is considering reforestation and
wall along Leesville Boulevard.  landscaping efforts as funding becomes
They're moving closer to the available and/or not-profit donations to the
road, which | fully understand.  effort are received.
The concern is that they're not
going to plant any landscaping
to soften that sound wall, which
is something that | think
Maryland does a great job at
and Virginia has a lacking on.

Page 16 of 43



Category ID Source Comment Response
109 Private |have seen the design tonight The project team continues to develop plans

and they have not paid for Maintenance of Traffic that take into
attention to human behavior as  account pedestrian behavior and seeks to
opposed to just statistics. maximize safety throughout all construction
Human behavior shows that areas.

people take the shortest route,
not necessarily the safest route.
They have provided on Braddock
Road, which is the intersection
where | live, pedestrian access
across one side of the beltway. |
already know the people -- even
though there isn't pedestrian
access, walk across both sides of
the beltway and I've been told
by VDOT that it's going to take a
matter of incidents before the
problem gets addressed.

113 Public  Extensive landscaping must be  VDOT is considering reforestation and
done along the entire route of  landscaping efforts as funding becomes
the HOT Lane Project. available and/or not-profit donations to the
effort are received.
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122 Public

135 Public

We've been working with VDOT
about that connector because
the proposed junction of the
Jones Branch Connector Drive
and Jones Branch Road is going
to come right next to our
building and cut off one of our
three entrances to our building
in a way that makes it illegal to
operate. The VDOT proposal is
to take our very straight
northern entrance which is our
ADA access, fire marshal access,
our truck access to the building
and make a serpentine road,
120-foot road in front of our
building and there are a lot of
problems with that. It would
cost us more money and we'd
have to relocate about 500 feet
of utilities. It doesn't really work
operationally with our truck
deliveries. The fire marshal took
a look at the access and said
that they couldn't approve it
because the fire trucks can't get
back there. So we have now a
building that we can't operate.
For these and other reasons
we've been working very hard to
see about the --what we call
logical solution, which is to
move the Braddock Road -- |
mean the Joint Branch
Connector 50 feet to the north
to what is vacant land and solve
these problems. If that's not
acceptable for whatever reason,
we have asked for a compromise
solution we'd like you to look at
that might require design
exceptions on VDOT's part.

Wondering why initially we were
told that the existing sound
barrier would be coming in 20
feet towards our community but
it now looks like it's about 60 to
80.

Response

VDOT is committed to reducing impacts to all
properties impacted by roadway
improvement projects whenever possible
without compromising safety and design
standards. Impacts caused by the roadway
design are considered by VDOT for each
impacted parcel in an effort to mitigate
identified disturbances to the property.
Meetings with property owners by
VDOT/Fluor-Lane are essential in not only
sharing the project’s needs with property
owners but also to offer opportunities for
property owners to share their concerns
with VDOT/Fluor-Lane. Information
provided by property owners will be shared
with VDOT/Fluor-Lane representatives to
ensure that all possible remedies at reducing
impacts are considered. VDOT/Fluor-Lane
continues to assess the situation.

Providing timely and accurate
communications is critical to our public
outreach program. The exact placement of
sound barriers has been under review and
may have changed since your initial inquiry.
We are committed to ensuring all
stakeholders receive accurate and timely
information and should also let you know
when plans are still under review and when
they are approved and finalized.
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Environment

136 Public

140 Public

ID Source Comment

| just want to request
consideration of a lot of the
neighbors in the community
that have requested a sound
wall. We have a sound wall and
we're going to be looking
directly at it, so | think it's going
to be probably 20 feet from the
deck. It's going to impact his
personal property and my
property line. We're probably
talking 15 feet. We still don't
have a clear design what the
retainer walls are going to look
like and what the designer walls
are going to look like.

From the standpoint of the
north Gallows Road area, keep
the lane width at a level perhaps
11 feet on the lanes. Also,
reducing the shoulder width
between the shoulder
potentially the noise barrier and
the shoulder. We'd like you to
take into account and consider
possibly moving the design a
little bit to the east where there
is a commercial parking lot. So
we'd like to get a little more
information on sound barriers, a
little bit more information on
the size of the barrier and some
of the details.

Response

The noise barrier (10A) along Tysons
Executive Court will be 16 ft in height. The
appearance of the sound wall will be
identical to the current sound walls at
Springfield interchange which uses a
specially-designed absorptive concrete
material. Therefore the color will be grey.

VDOT is committed to reducing impacts to
properties impacted by roadway
improvement projects whenever possible.
Impacts caused by the roadway design are
considered for each impacted parcel in an
effort to mitigate identified disturbances to
the property. Meetings with property
owners by VDOT/Fluor-Lane are essential in
not only sharing the project’s needs with
property owners but also to offer
opportunities for property owners to share
their concerns with VDOT/Fluor-Lane.
Information provided by property owners
will be shared with VDOT/Fluor-Lane
representatives to ensure that all possible
remedies at reducing impacts are
considered. VDOT/Fluor-Lane will continue
to assess the situation.
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84 Public My concern with this project is
the environmental issues. |
believe that this would more
encourage people to drive with
more vehicles on the road. And
we also would suffer for the
pollution the vehicles put out.
What is the impact to us five or
ten years down the road? This
project only mentions about the
sound walls that is to reduce the
noise, but it has nothing to do
with the environment that we
are living in. This project may in
five years,10 years become
saturated. Then we're going to
have a new project going on and
we would suffer more and more
the environment and
contaminations, as well as in our
houses and air. | think the
government should (as far as
VDOT is concerned) really

emphasize public transportation.

Response

In April 2006 the Virginia Department of
Transportation and Federal Highway
Administration approved the Capital Beltway
Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS). The study looked at the
environmental, social and financial impacts
of various highway expansion plans including
the high occupancy toll (HOT) Lanes Project
and a “no build” scenario. Of all of the
alternatives the HOT lanes project was
viewed as having the most favorable
environmental impact of the other scenarios
studied. Many of the air quality problems
concerns residents have are caused by cars
stopped in congested traffic. The HOT Lanes
project will create additional capacity on the
general purpose lanes and for HOV3 drivers,
and those choosing to pay a toll will be using
free flowing HOT Lanes. For the first time
ever, HOV3/HOT/Bus lanes will bring the
opportunity for efficient, reliable mass
transit to this corridor. While HOT Lanes
aren’t the only answer, this new form of
transit will give motorists options they don’t
enjoy today. Ultimately a redesigned and
rebuilt Capital Beltway will mean less
congestion, improved productivity with
acceptable environmental impact when all
factors are considered.
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93 Public

113 Public

113 Public

My other area of concern, is the
environmental impact on
Wingfield Park in particular. It's
affecting that and it's not really
being made well-known to the
public or the public health. We
get e-mails about the Audubon
Society from another man who
told me about land and rivers,
that's really not going to be
made public either. If the public
wishes to help with plants --(and
we obviously can't say every
plant in Wingfield Park that is
going to be affected) more of
the public needs to be informed
on the web site on what are the
ramifications. | have
approached a lot of people who
have been saying that. The
other concern is ozone alert
days and how the HOT lanes will
affect that. How will they
encourage people to carpool

more? Will single car drivers still

be encouraged to use the HOT
lanes on ozone alert days, when
everyone else is saying please
carpool?

Every effort should be made to
maximize tree preservation.
When tree cutting is necessary,
tree replacement should be
done as soon as possible to
provide green space as well as
storm water management and
habitat for wildlife.

Removal of large areas of
mature trees and massive site
work for the project will
exacerbate the storm water
problems throughout the region
and lead to further damage to
our streams. The HOT Lane
Project must make stormwater
management and stream
restoration a priority.

Response

The Public Information team will work to
identify opportunities to work with the
public on conservation efforts and will
communicate effectively on this matter. The
Capital Beltway HOT lanes will create a free-
flowing network for buses, HOT vehicles and
carpools - providing opportunities for fast,
reliable travel on the Beltway for the first
time. This is happening at a time when the
Dulles Metro Rail Project is moving forward
along with a number of other large
transportation jobs in motion in northern
Virginia.

VDOT never clear-cuts, but always strives to
maintain as much of a tree buffer as possible
around staging areas. As many trees as
possible will be retained. VDOT's Noise
Abatement Committee carefully weighs all
considerations when making determinations
regarding sound barriers.

Concerns of the bicycle and pedestrian
community have been incorporated into
design and this community has expressed
their pleasure with and active support of the
project. Stormwater management is an
integral part of design. Detailed analysis of
stormwater conditions results in design
solutions that will handle stormwater runoff
attributable to construction of this project
while compensating for any natural
attributes that may be impacted or removed.
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114 Public  One gallon of gas creates 20 Beltway drivers already face severe traffic
pounds of carbon dioxide. What congestion and the pollution that goes along
is the average air pollution with it. This project will relieve congestion,
today and projected for 2013 if  provide new transit opportunities and add
the toll lanes were built? $250 million in needed infrastructure

improvements. This is one way to bring
safety and environmental improvements to
those living, working near and driving the
Capital Beltway.

129 Public When | saw what was cut on the VDOT is considering reforestation and
beltway, | was furious and when landscaping efforts as funds become
| decided to talk to people, | available and/or non profit donations to this
found that although there was  effort are received.
landscaping discussed in the
proffer, there is no money for
the landscaping and some of this
stuff simply -- throwing some
seeds out there.

General
Comments

88 Public | understand that there is a The staging area at Balls Hill Road is outside
major staging area at 193. So all the limits of the Beltway HOT Lanes Project
of the construction trucks are but within existing VDOT Right of Way.
going to be going from
Georgetown Pike down along
the area where 13Ais. So | think
that is a good example of how
we are part of the HOT lanes.
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89 Public

You see in the newspapers that
we're scheduled to have special
session on June 23rd to raise
money for transportation. We
haven't done that in 20 years.
And without the adequate
public money that we need for
this business of government, on
this particular project we have
had no alternative but to go to a
private investor that is willing.
Look at it as a good long-term
investment. So many of you
who live in these communities
are going to be heavily impacted
not only by the kind of
testimony that we've just heard,
but also other issues that we
take for granted. But those
kinds of problems will exist
throughout this whole right-of-
way and that's why you're
having this public testimony. To
have the funding available to
make it truly a public
partnership, along with private,
making sure that in this
partnership we hold the private
sector accountable for these
kind of impacts on the
community that this
megaproject is going through.
I'm extremely critical at what is,
quite frankly, a precedent-
setting partnership as we are
going through. In the past most
of what we have seen has gone
through relatively virgin
territory. These are existing
communities and have been in
place for decades. Their viability
is critical and how this project is
handled and how these nuances
are responded to are absolutely
essential.

Response

In these difficult economic times, the State is
prudently investing funds in a variety of
transportation projects across modes that
we believe will best deliver congestion relief
to the public in the most expedient manner.
For example, Virginia is making a significant
investment in the Dulles Rail Extension
Project that will bring Metro to Tysons
Corner. Additionally, the HOT Lanes Project
offers a significant benefit to Transit by
providing free access to transit vehicles with
surety of travel times.
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89 Public  Assuring the quality of the
sound walls. While | welcome
the use of the improved sound-
absorptive sound walls and a
consistent appearance for the
Beltway and I-95, | am very
concerned about the rapid
deterioration of walls used in
the Mixing Bow! Project which
are located on the Northbound
lane of 1-95 between Fullerton
and Rt 7900, as well as those
used north of Heming Avenue.
The contractor who provides the
sound walls must be held
accountable. The bottom line of
these enumerated concerns and
others I've heard expressed is
that the citizens who will be
most impacted by the
construction of the HOT lanes
will be the least served by them.
As an elected representative
who represents almost one-
third of the HOT lane Beltway
right-of-way and who has
worked perhaps harder than
anyone for years to obtain
adequate transportation
funding, | strongly petition that
citizen concerns be addressed in
what should be a Public/Private
Partnership.

92 Public |want to talk about
communication. Being a
webmaster that's something I'm
interested in. It has been really
difficult to get detailed
information out of VDOT, out of
the web sites, specifically
addressing our community and
the sort of detail that we need
to be able to provide our
residents. So one of our
recommendations is that you
really focus on communicating
effectively and frequently with
the communities that are going
to be impacted by this
construction.

Response

We will make sure the functional and
physical characteristics of the sound walls
added as part of the HOT Lanes Project meet
our expectations, now and over the long-
term. VDOT and Fluor — Transurban are
committed to working with our stakeholders
to provide open and timely communication
about the plans for Beltway construction and
work to minimize negative impacts on
drivers, residents and businesses. Fluor-
Transurban, like VDOT, will be part of this
project for the next 80 years and the
financial success of the HOT lanes will be
based on customer satisfaction with the final
project. How we perform during the
construction phase will set the tone for the
entire operation.

We share your concern about efficient
communications. The I-495 HOT Lanes
project is committed to working with the
community throughout the life of the project
to provide timely, useful information about
what to expect, where to expect it, and
when to expect it.
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93 Public  I'm concerned about the The project is on solid financial ground
funding, do we really have all between the private partners, state and
the funding in place? We hear  federal funding.
about all these budget cuts
every day. So the concernisit
seems like there should be ways
to tie in on the web site or
whatever communications to
find out what is the status for
funding for this project in
particular. What is the timeline,
does it match the timeline for
construction?

95 Public My concern is the discussions Funding sources for the Capital Beltway HOT

stating a rise in taxes on lanes project include the following: a) $409
Northern Virginia residents million Virginia contribution to support HOV
solely to be able to fund the use and major capital rehabilitation needs.
transportation up here. My b) $349 million private equity contribution.
frustration is that the C)$1.1 billion loans and bonds backed by the
transportation fund for the state private partners and paid by motorists

of Virginia was raided several choosing to use HOT lanes. Fluor-Transurban
times over the years for other is liable for all risk if user fee revenues are
programs, and therefore the insufficient to support loans and bond

monies that could have beenin  repayment.
there for projects are not there

any longer. So I'm a little

frustrated over where the

money may come from and

where my taxes are going to go.
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97 Public

108 Private

109 Private

Comment

It was a surprise to me that the
HOT lane contract was signed
and we were called to an
information hearing, after the
widening of the Beltway was
disapproved by the majority of
voters in Northern Virginia. The
second surprise tonight is we're
doing a hearing on the design
build and we're registering our
concerns, and | haven't heard
how our concerns are going to
be vetted back to us. So when is
that process going to occur? |
feel that VDOT has been a little
remiss in giving the community a
chance to vote on this. | believe
we ought to know what it's
going to cost on the Captain
John Bridge and getting onto the
HOT lanes is going to be
tremendous problem for our
community in years to come.
And as a person who works in
the federal government who has
options on where to live in this
tri-state community, I'm now
concerned about where | might
want to live in the future if this
is going to be the way VDOT
treats its citizens.

[ would just like to request
information for my homeowners
association.

[ live in the community that's in
a crescent between the beltway,
Braddock and Backlick Road and
it's already used as a cut-
through and they're going to
decrease Braddock Road to two
lanes making more traffic and
possibly more cut-through and |
need to know what Fairfax
County and the police
department are going to do to
enforce the people speeding
through our community and for
that pedestrian safety.

Response

Expanding the Beltway was not on the ballot
in Northern Virginia, but has been evaluated
and approved through more than 10 years of
environmental study and public input. VDOT
and the Federal Highway Administration
initiated an environmental study of
alternatives to improve and expand the
Capital Beltway in 1998. VDOT sought
community input on those initial plans
during three public hearings in 2002.
Following those hearings, VDOT significantly
scaled back the project in response to public
concerns. Following additional public
meetings in 2004, the Commonwealth
Transportation Board selected the Beltway
HOT lanes as the locally preferred alternative
in 2005. VDOT has commenced a
Transportation Management Plan to provide
residents, travelers and businesses with
information and resources to help them stay
informed during construction. This program
includes a variety of strategies such as on-
road signage, communications and
community outreach, advertising,
information stores at local retail centers and
expanded transit and transportation
demand management options. VDOT’s
responses to formal comments made at the
public design hearing will be available online
at www.virginiadot.org and at local Fairfax
County Supervisor offices.

Please contact us to through the
www.virginiahotlanes.com website to
request a HOT Lanes briefing with your HOA.

VDOT and the construction team are
working with local law enforcement to help
ensure safe and efficient motor vehicle and
pedestrian traffic during the construction
phase. All contractual information is publicly
available on www.virginiadot.org, and public
input has been sought during both the
Environmental and Design Phases of the
project
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109 Private This is a private/public
partnership and one thing that
really needs to be expressed is
the importance of
communication. | signed up for
email alerts and never received
any. Make it a partnership that
works together and doesn't put
the responsibility of the citizens
to go to each individual partner
to find out which one has the
responsibility.

112 Public A communication effort and
strategy that is consistent and
timely and on a regular basis so
that our citizens are kept up to
date would be appreciated.
Public/private transportation
partnerships are a very useful
tool if it's used well and it can be
very helpful in addressing our
transportation funding shortfalls
which are substantial. So there's
an onus on all of you to make
sure that that concept is
something that the citizens and
we, as elected officials, can
support in the future as well as
now.

113 Public I ask that you consider forming
working groups of citizens to
work with you over this five year
project and not view this as the
final citizen input to this effort.
Communication from VDOT
must be improved, more
important, must be more
informative and complete and
more outreach in the
community before the
construction moves into an area.

Response

Good communications will be a critical part
of a successful Capital Beltway HOT Lanes
project. Posting time sensitive information
like lane closures on the internet and other
mediums is a must. Information is available
to area residents and businesses along
Beltway for the project. This includes the
design and construction details available at
the Design Public Hearing. Over the course
of the next five years of construction, VDOT
and Fluor-Transurban are committed to
providing timely and accurate
communication to stakeholders either
through e-mail, direct mail, signs, postings,
website, and the media.

Good communications will be a critical part
of a successful Capital Beltway HOT Lanes
project. Posting time sensitive information
like lane closures on the VDOT and
www.virginiahotlanes.com website and
through other mediums is a must. The
project will also continue to expand the
public outreach campaign giving residents
and businesses more opportunities to attend
large and smaller group meetings to learn
more about the HOT Lanes in general and
specifics about the construction phase of this
project. Over the next five years of
construction, VDOT and Fluor-Transurban
are committed to providing information
that’s timely and accurate.

The HOT Lanes public information team is
fully committed to working with impacted
communities to inform them well ahead of
time when significant construction activity
will take place, the nature and expected
duration of the activity, and the impact on
traffic in their neighborhoods. We will
employ a wide range of communications
efforts to keep the public informed at all
stages of the project, to include working
groups of citizens.
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113 Public Ifit's VDOT's position that
Transurban's Construction on
VDOT property is not subject to
local zoning regulation, | would
ask that you comment in your
responses as to why you believe
that to be the case.

114 Public  This deal was negotiated in
private and the public pays.
That's an interesting
partnership. You guys have
come out -- could have come
out two years ago and worked
this out in public and had public
input. The original intent of the
PPTA was meant to have a
private firm pay for all the
costs. But now Virginia will pay
$409 million for this project and
will have to guarantee $600
million in federal funds. Fluor-
Transurban is putting up only 17
percent of the funding. How
many cars are on the beltway
today and how many projected
in the completion of this in five
years? If we increase single
occupant autos, daily use on the
beltway, 30 percent, where do
all those cars go once they exit
on Braddock Road where | live?
Do we have gridlock? Are there
secret negotiations now to
widen Braddock Road or 236 or
the other secondary roads after
the proposed toll lanes? Is the
single occupant auto our
solution for the next 75 years?

Response

The Office of the Attorney General has
determined that VDOT is not subject to local
zoning regulation.

Planning to address congestion on the
Beltway has been ongoing since 1994 when
a Major Investment Study identified the
need for Beltway improvements. In 2002 it
was public comment that prompted
designers to modify plans and find a way to
increase Capital Beltway capacity without
affecting over 350 homes. Today the
footprint of the project is much smaller
thanks to public input. The Design Public
Hearing is yet another opportunity for the
public to see the details behind this public-
private partnership that will mean significant
upgrades to this portion of the highway.
Changes that will bring congestion relief,
new bridges and overpasses and ultimately a
safer road for Virginia motorists and those
passing through the Commonwealth.

Overall the private sector is investing about
$1.5 billion from private equity and funding
of the total $1.9 billion project. Itis a fixed
price contract, therefore Fluor — Transurban
assumes the risk for all cost and schedule
increases. VDOT and the private partners
are also working closely with the Fairfax
Trails and Sidewalks Committee to ensure
the construction project complements plans
for bicycle and pedestrian trail plans in the
future. In fact for the first time ever, bridges
and overpasses along the Beltway will have
safe bike/pedestrian access. Finally,
relieving congestion on the Capital Beltway
will keep cars moving on the Beltway instead
of stopped in traffic, which helps the
environment. An effective interstate will
also encourage motorists to use the Beltway
instead of cutting through areas not meant
to handle heavier volumes of traffic. Finally,
for the first time ever, HOV/HOT/Bus lanes
will bring the opportunity for efficient,
reliable mass transit to this corridor. Thisis a
good step, along with other initiatives in
northern Virginia to reduce traffic
congestion and ultimately improve the
quality of life for area residents.
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117 Public

118 Public

119 Public

Many of our members are based
in the Tyson's Corner area and
their employees' commutes will
be greatly improved by the
Capital Beltway High Occupancy
Toll lanes (HOT) Project. If
Fairfax County and Northern
Virginia is to continue to be the
economic center of this region,
investments in our
transportation infrastructure
and new technologies have to
be made. We have to continue
our investments in
transportation infrastructure
and continue to search for
innovative solutions like the
VDOT and Fluor-Transurban
public/private partnerships if we
are to meet all of our current
and future transportation needs.

| don't think you're ever going to
be able to make congestion go
away, but this is a project that |
support and | appreciate your
doing it.

| would just ask that the
Commonwealth take extra
precautions to make sure that
when and if this project fails
financially, ten years from now
or 50 years or 100 years from
now, that the Commonwealth
be able to protect the citizens of
Virginia and seize control of this
massive investment for the
people and away from the
investors who are simply looking
for a profit in this. Little River
Turnpike started out as a private
toll road and it was a complete
financial failure. |think we can
see where this is going to go in
the long term.

Response
Thank you for your comment.

Thank you for the comment.

Advances in technology tend to make modes
of transportation obsolete. Improving
highway motorist’s commutes is a challenge
our country and the world will face for years
to come. The idea of toll roads using
dynamic pricing based on demand is not
new. At least four major cities in the US are
using some form of toll roads with variable
pricing today. In Europe and elsewhere
variable priced toll roads have been in
operations even longer. The private
investors, Fluor-Transurban, and their
lenders are responsible for over $1.4 billion
in funding. They assume a majority of risk
for the project. In return they will operate
the HOT Lanes for 75 years. It's an
innovative Public Private Partnership and
one that allows for much needed highway
improvements in a time of tight state
budgets.
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127 Public lalso wanted to remind what's  VDOT and the Public-Private Partners do
kind of obvious, but the share the goal of relieving congestion in
companies building this, they northern Virginia. The private partners do
have incentive to get as many feel HOT lanes and dynamic pricing based on

toll paying cars through as congestion levels can create a timely,
possible. The community has reliable commute option that currently isn’t
the incentive to get as many available in this area. Both VDOT and

people through in as few cars as  partners want to see this project succeed

possible and to let the bicyclists and see other opportunities for similar

and walkers get by efficiently. systems in Virginia and other cities. Fluor-
Transurban and their lenders are investing $
1.4 billion into the project so there’s a
considerable amount of risk on their part
and obvious desire to recover costs and earn
a profit. However the long-term goal of the
Public-Private Partners is to create a travel
and commuter option that motorists like and
continue to use either as HOV 3 or as a toll
paying customer.

129 Public  You were using word signsand  Thank you, your comment has been noted.
you were not using a symbol
sign. My specialty is symbol
signing. | believe in it because
we have -- and particularly here
we are so diverse.

130 Public  Contrary to what | was told, (our There are many decisions still to be made on
comment won't matter because this project and public input has and will
everything is final) | hope that continue to have a strong and positive

the comments that are being influence on this project. You will also be
made here tonight are being seeing more communications about the
taken into consideration and construction as we move closer to project

that those of us who signed up  groundbreaking.
on the mailing list will be

receiving a distribution which

will talk about the changes

which will made as a result of

today's hearing.
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132 Public  Obviously you will move forward VDOT has conducted rigorous outreach to

without any real input until now the public and to elected officials in

from the citizens and it's determining how to design, build, operate

honestly too late. and maintain the Capital Beltway HOT Lanes,
and how to minimize traffic and other
disruptions that will occur during the life of
the project. Listening to and incorporating
public input into the project is the main
reason why design plans went from affecting
about 350 homes down to fewer than 10
homes. Public input is and will continue to
be one of the key elements to a successful
project.

134 Public I'd like to encourage you to have Good communications will be a critical part
a website where people can sign of a successful Capital Beltway HOT Lanes
up for email notifications about  project. Posting time sensitive information
lane closures or various like lane closures on the internet and other
construction aspects. And I'd mediums is a must. Information is available
like to thank VDOT for doing an  to area residents and businesses along
excellent job of keeping lanes of Beltway for the project. This includes the

traffic open through other design and construction details available at
projects. Keep the public the Design Public Hearing. Over the course
informed through some kind of  of the next five years of construction, VDOT
email system and Fluor-Transurban are committed to

providing timely and accurate
communication to stakeholders either
through e-mail, direct mail, signs, postings,
website, and the media.

138 Public Communication has been We absolutely agree that communications is
presented largely as an outgoing critical for this construction project to
activity stating over the succeed in the eyes of Virginia motorists and
admittedly very challenging, Beltway neighbors. VDOT, Fluor-Transurban
messy and vexing issues of and the construction team are committed to

ongoing participatory process timely and accurate communication on the
and | hope that this is not in fact project through the Internet, email and the
representative, but it's really media.

intended and planned as this

unfolds because | think that to

the extent that this is true, one

can expect difficulty.

140 Public We would like information asto Construction contractor Fluor-Lane, VDOT
when things will go on; will the  and Fairfax Water Authority are working
existing sound barrier -- and we  closely together to coordinated the water
understand there's going to be  main upgrade and relocation. More
water main work that is done by information on this activity will be sent to
the Fairfax County Water stakeholders as plans and dates are firmed
Authority, how is this going to up.
be actually planned and
delivered?
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86 Public

87 Public

88 Public

Comment

We already hear Braddock Road
and the Beltway 24/7. | can find
no information about sound
walls on Braddock Road. | just
find it toward the Beltway. |
would love for VDOT to come sit
and sleep at our houses and
listen to the noise and see if we
don't qualify for sound walls.

My biggest concern is why we
can't get a sound barrier wall
back there. Like my neighbor
said, someone should come and
stay in our houses. We can't
even open our windows in good
weather because of the noise. |
think it is rather appalling that
state of Virginia can pay
privately for someone to build
these roads but they can't put
out the money to consider the
needs of the residents.

I'm concerned that section 13A
on the west side of the Beltway,
the northern section continues
to not have any type of sound
mitigation or sound wall at that
point at Old Dominion and
Georgetown Pike on the west
side. | was informed two days
ago that our property values will
be reassessed downward. This
is the first time in Fairfax County
that you were losing revenue
based on no soundwalls, so you
really need to look at that and
to help us at 13A. 1 would like to
make sure that we go back and
look at the EIS for the original
HOT lanes, the Beltway
widening, which recommended
sound walls at 13A.

Response

Adair Lane is in southwest quadrant of
Braddock interchange. In that quadrant,
adjacent to the Beltway, there is no noise-
sensitive land use that is impacted by noise
from 1-495. Adair Lane is too far away from I-
495 to benefit from a noise barrier along the
Beltway. A barrier along Braddock Road will
not protect Adair Lane from 1-495 noise and
is therefore not included in the scope of this
project.

Sound barriers are determined based upon a
formula that considers the efficacy of the
proposed barrier for the number of
impacted noise receptors. Sound walls have
been reviewed by VDOT’s Noise Abatement
Committee and approved by VDOT’s Chief
Engineer. These determinations were made
based upon bringing noise relief to receptors
that qualified using the FHWA Efficacy
Formula.

Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
the anticipated traffic increase due to HOT
Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
of walls north of Old Dominion Dr to
Georgetown Pike.
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89 Public

(1) Significantly increasing the
height of the sound wall
between Noise Barrier Segment
stations 568 and 578 which
protects North Springfield
Elementary School. This is a
safety and noise impact issue
that | have long been deeply
concerned about and | trust that
its resolution will stay on-track.
(2) Constructing a continuous
sound wall between Noise
Barrier Segment stations 729
and 737 to reduce the noise
impact on the townhouses of
Lafayette Village. It is my
understanding that the noise
study used 3 sites, none of
which were in Lafayette Village.
Furthermore, even this limited
study was done in 2006 or early
2007 before the significant clear-
cutting of the power line right-
of-way that has taken place.
Finally, these townhouses are 3-
story homes with bedrooms on
the 3rd floor; therefore, it is not
appropriate to apply a noise-
impact standard that |
understand limits consideration
only to the 2nd floor if there is a
balcony. The 10- to 15-foot rise
between stations 729 and 737 is
inadequate to keep unbuffered
noise from impacting the
principal sleeping areas of these
homes. (3) Constructing higher
sound walls between and
beyond Noise Barrier Segment
stations 641 and 657 to address
the same concern for the
townhouses and third-story
garden apartments located on
or near Americana Drive. (4)
Landscaping between Leesville
Blvd and the portion of the
sound wall designated to be
reconstructed from Noise
Barrier Segment station 548 to
559. The current sound wall was
just reconstructed as part of the
Mixing Bowl project and while
the meager trees that were
planted were not in keeping
with most other past highway
plantings in Fairfax, they have
begun to grow and offer some

Response

Sound barriers are determined based upon a
formula that considers the efficacy of the
proposed barrier for the number of
impacted noise receptors. Sound walls have
been reviewed by VDOT’s Noise Abatement
Committee and approved by VDOT’s Chief
Engineer. These determinations were made
based upon bringing noise relief to receptors
that qualified using the FHWA Efficacy
Formula. Also VDOT is considering
reforestation and landscaping efforts as
funding becomes available and/or not-profit
donations to the effort are received.
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89 Public

92 Public

relief to the homes on the small
lots directly across this 2-lane
street, which is also a main
street of this over 60-year-old
community. At the very least, a
tree-for-tree replacement
standard should apply as it does
for most other work in Fairfax
County. (5) Constructing sound
walls that would reduce the
impact on residents of Chapel
Square, a community outside |-
495 that lies south of Little River
Turnpike. Sound levels in this
community have increased
significantly with the
dramatically increased beltway
traffic that has occurred since
the beltway was last widened
and sound walls were
constructed.

First, as Joaquin Tremolo, our The traffic noise computation was
president, mentionedtoyoua  performed using FHWA approved methods
sound barrier does need to be  and accounts for shielding due to terrain
extended continuously from features, which is the case at barrier 7B
Little River Turnpike onto between Little River Turnpike and Gallows
Gallows Road. Right now there is Road. There is a substantial hill in this

a gap, really in the middle of our location, which provides sufficient shielding
association, exposing the in this area such that it is unnecessary to
majority of our association continue the barrier over the hill. The height
residents to the existing noise of the hill exceeds the height of the noise
that we already receive. Noise  barrier 7B. On average, the noise level

that is pretty intense and really ~ behind the hill is currently and will be (at

is a detriment to the residents 2030 noise levels) less than the noise levels
living there, to those of them behind the adjoining barrier 7B. The front

closest to the Beltway. row of properties behind the hill experiences
Secondly, | would like to stress  the lowest noise levels as compared to

that we would like to see the behind the wall. See graphic “Barrier 7B".
sound barriers erected before Where feasible Fluor-Lane will start with
construction of HOT lanes construction of sound walls. However, in
begins. | have not been ableto  some cases retaining walls must be built first
ascertain if that's going to . In this scenario, once the retaining wall is in
happen or not. It would be place, the sound wall will then be anchored

adding insult to injury to subject on top of the retaining wall. In these cases
our community to construction  there will be gap when a neighborhood will
noise in addition to the traffic not have sound walls. The construction
noise. So the erection of the team will do everything possible to minimize
sound barriers before this downtime as well as the impact noise
construction would take some  during construction.

steps to mitigate the impact of

construction noise.
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92 Public I was very disappointed to learn
that the design for the HOT
lanes does not provide
continuous, un-interrupted
sound barriers along the
Beltway bordering Lafayette
Village. The slight inclination
between some of the homes
will not serve as a barrier as
Fluor and VDOT claim. Our
community is already affected
by the noise and will get worse
with the HOT Lanes project.
Please make sure continuous
and un-interrupted sound
barriers are placed between
Little River Turnpike and Gallows
Rd. along the beltway bordering
Lafayette Village.

93 Public  There there's more and more
sound noise coming from the
Beltway. So | do welcome sound
barrier walls. Because just in
our backyard, even though we
live half-mile away we can hear
the Beltway. | also concur with
many of the other speakers in
saying that putting the sound
barriers up before the
construction starts is really
essential for a lot of people's
quality of life.

109 Private The other concern is the sound
wall along the North Springfield
Elementary School, which I've
been told is going to be
addressed. It has not been
addressed in the previous
Springfield mixing bowl
interchange, so it is a concern of
mine that we have gone through
one project already and here we
are hoping that it will happen,
but all | have his people telling
me it's going to happen.

Response

A new sound barrier (7B) will be constructed
north of Route 236, on the east side of -495.
This barrier will help mitigate sound for
properties along and east of Lafayette Village
drive as well as Annandale community park.
The barrier will have a height between 13
and 25 ft. The traffic noise computation was
performed using FHWA approved methods
and accounts for shielding due to terrain
features which is the case at barrier 7B
between Little River Turnpike and Gallows
Road. There is a substantial hill in this
location; the hill provides sufficient shielding
in this area such that it is unnecessary to
continue the barrier over the hill. The height
of the hill exceeds the height of the noise
barrier 7B. On average, the noise level
behind the hill is currently and will be (at
2030 noise levels) less than the noise levels
behind the adjoining barrier 7B. The front
row of properties behind the hill experiences
the lowest noise levels as compared to
behind the wall.

When feasible, new sound wall construction
will begin immediately following old sound
wall demolition. However, with the
widening of the Beltway many sound walls
will be placed in areas requiring extensive
earth work and in some cases utility
relocation. It’s likely in these circumstances
that retaining walls will be built and the
sound walls mounted on top of them. All of
this activity is needed before new walls can
be installed. The Fluor-Lane construction
team will do everything possible to minimize
the time, noise, dust and inconvenience
associated with the period between barrier
removal and replacement

The sound wall near North Springfield
Elementary will be replaced with a new,
better functioning barrier.
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110 Private | have concerns that the sound

wall is not all the way up to the
Old Dominion Bridge. There is a
gap. | and all of our neighbors
would appreciate if the wall was
extended those extra feet all the
way to the bridge.

113 Public  Sound barriers should be built

along the Saigon Road
community. Regarding the area
of the Scotts Rune and Windy
Hill neighborhoods off of
Lewinsville, the noise abatement
study should be expanded to
include surrounding streets as
well as the 18 additional homes
approved for that area. Also,
the recently approved extension
of the Stream Valley Trail in that
area is within 30 feet of the
beltway, a sound barrier should
be built along that community
as well.

Response

Sound barriers are determined based upon a
formula that considers the efficacy of the
proposed barrier for the number of
impacted noise receptors. A sound wall
study was conducted and reviewed by
VDOT’s Noise Abatement Committee.

Sound wall determinations are made based
upon their ability to bring noise relief to
receptors that qualify using the FHWA
Efficacy Formula.

Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
the anticipated traffic increase due to HOT
Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
of walls north of Old Dominion Dr to
Georgetown Pike.
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123 Public Data points from a 1997 noise
study form the basis being used
to deny a sound wall to
homeowners, businesses, nature
reserves and churches in section
13D. We believe that this sector
needs to be reevaluated for a
sound barrier. The 66dBA
contour line which was used to
approximate the national noise
abatement criteria, is not a hard
and fast rule, but a guideline. If
your home is near to that line
and experiencing those impacts,
attenuation is supposed to be
considered. More than 31
homes that ought to have been
considered were not, in addition
to the 12 impacted homes. We
are disappointed that 18 new
homes adjacent to the beltway
at grade, which would benefit
most directly from sound wall
remediation, were dismissed
from the receptor cost
calculation on a technicality of
approval timing. We ask for fair
and full reconsideration of noise
levels in our sector by an
independent consultant.

124 Public  The addition of four HOT lanes
will not only increase the noise
for us, but it will add to the
number of residents that are
being impacted by it. Testing of
noise levels in spring when the
foliage acts as a buffer does
nothing to address the peak
noise levels for us half of the
year and in the middle of the
night when trucking traffic is at
its heaviest and loudest. Give us
a noise abatement wall along
Section 13 of the beltway.

Response

Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
the anticipated traffic increase due to HOT
Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
of walls north of Old Dominion Dr to
Georgetown Pike.

VDOT is committed to doing everything
possible to reduce the inconvenience and
noise associated with construction,
recognizing that the project must be
completed within 5 years. As the operator
of the HOT lanes for 75 years, Transurban is
also eager to work with motorists and
residents to ensure a successful construction
project precedes HOT lanes operations.
We’re committed to building a good
relationship now for the future. Regarding
sound wall 13D on the east side of the 1-495
between Lewinsville road and Old Dominion
drive, see response to commenter 86.
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128 Public  Over the years, the Saigon Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
Citizens Association tried to the anticipated traffic increase due to HOT
prevail upon VDOT to construct  Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
a sound wall, but the VDOT of walls north of Old Dominion Dr to
stated that there were not Georgetown Pike.

129 Public

enough homes that would be
benefitted for them to construct
the sound wall at the time.
There was a sound wall
suddenly constructed on the
east side of 495 to protect the
community on that side, the
sound now instead of being
diffused to both sides of the
beltway, bounces off the sound
barrier on the east side into
Saigon. There has to be a sound
wall that extends up at least to
Georgetown Pike. Although you
state that the beltway widening
will end at the Dulles Road, it
actually continues beyond that
toward Old Dominion and that is
where there's going to be the
confluence of the HOT Lanes
and the regular lanes and it will
be quite a mess particularly
because there's going to be a lot
of down shifting of trucks in our
immediate area.

As far as noise abatement goes, | Thank you for your comment.

wish you lots of luck.
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130 Public My concern, is the fact that the
barrier that is going to be
installed near our
condominiums is only set up to
be ten or eight feet tall. And itis
set up to diminish sound by
about 5DB through the second
floor. The problem is, our
condominium is twelve floors in
height. What | would like to
formally request during the
hearing is that the sound barrier
be raised to sixteen feet and
that that be installed along
Section 10K. If funding is an
issue, we'd like to have it
considered that the
condominium association would
have the option of funding the
difference between eight feet
and sixteen feet.

131 Public | have correspondence in which
VDOT committed in 1980 to give
priority to our community in
building sound walls where we
abut the beltway. Twenty-eight
years have now passed, traffic
has increased substantially,
hence this project to increase
capacity on the beltway, noise
has increased exponentially and
yet, those sound walls have yet
to be built.

132 Public The sound issues where | live are
incredible and | see on the plan
if you have any money left,
you'll consider it. Obviously,
you're over budget, like
everything else VDOT does, so
I'm sorry to say that we
desperately need this sound
barrier for our quality of life.

Response

At Renaissance Apartments, the barrier 10K
is approximately 10 feet tall and reduces
noise levels by 5 dBA on the first floor and by
5 to 7 dBA on the second floor. Per
applicable VDOT policy & practice, only
ground floor locations as well as second floor
balconies are considered for noise
abatement in the noise study analysis.
Receptors higher than the second floor
generally are too high to benefit from a
sound wall.

Construction associated with the Capital
Beltway HOT Lanes Project will more than
double the amount of sound walls currently
on the Beltway. The project looked closely
at the projected noise impact on
neighborhoods based on 2030 traffic
projections. Sound barriers are determined
based upon a formula that considers the
efficacy of the proposed barrier for the
number of impacted noise receptors. A
sound wall study was conducted and
reviewed by VDOT’s Noise Abatement
Committee. Sound wall determinations are
made based upon their ability to bring noise
relief to receptors that qualify using the
FHWA Efficacy Formula.

Sound barriers are determined based upon a
formula that considers the efficacy of the
proposed barrier for the number of
impacted noise receptors. A sound wall
study was conducted and reviewed by
VDOT’s Noise Abatement Committee.

Sound wall determinations are made based
upon their ability to bring noise relief to
receptors that qualify using the FHWA
Efficacy Formula.
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133 Public

135 Public

139 Public

140 Public

The section of wall that applies
to usis 13D, but it's not in the
plans to be built right now. If
we want to appeal or notify or
write someone about
reconsidering to build that
section, can you please tell me
who is the best person to
contact?

This corridor is also rather
unigue in that we are talking
about 16 lanes of highway, so |
was wondering if there has been
a study done that compares to
current situation, the current
noise impact that has ten lanes,
eight highway and two, |
believe, exit merge lanes versus
the proposed 16 lanes; 12 lanes
which includes four out lanes
and the exit lanes, so it would
be the ramps that are on the
design. So | realize this is a very
complex corridor design so I'm
very concerned that even with
the noise barrier with new
technology, if that is going to be
diverted.

I'm here also to request that you
reconsider the evaluation of
sound wall along that area of
13B. | want to add my
perspective that the sound that
reverberates from the Capital
Expressway in that area is very
loud and unusually loud.

Has a noise analysis study been
conducted? If it has, we'd like to
be able to receive it.

Response

Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
the anticipated traffic increeas due to HOT
Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
of walls north of Old Dominion Road to
Georgetown Pike.

The noise study performed along the
Beltway did consider road conditions post-
construction and traffic volume forecast in
2030.

Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
the anticipated traffic increase due to HOT
Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
of walls north of Old Dominion Dr to
Georgetown Pike.

We will provide the sound study information
you requested and are committed to
working with Home Owners Associations
along the Beltway to ensure they are aware
and can provide input on aspects of the
project that affect their neighborhoods.

Page 40 of 43



Category ID Source Comment Response

141 Public We believe that the noise will Based on impacts identified in the EIS and
increase dramatically from those the anticipated traffic increase due to HOT
downshifting gears of the trucks Lanes, VDOT is considering the construction
once the HOT Lane program is of walls north of Old Dominion Dr to
underway. The current noise Georgetown Pike.
level exceeds 67DB in many
cases and will obviously
increase. | encourage you all to
consider building that noise
barrier at Section 13A along 1-95,
again, north of the current
northern terminus of the HOT
Lanes Project.

Operations

96 Public If you get on the road you need  Transponders will be needed for motorists
atransponder. What if you're seeking to access the HOT Lanes.
from out-of-town or your
transponder has expired and
you only use it once a year? Is
there no other way to get on the

HOT lanes?
Support over
all concept of
HOT Lanes
111 Private Do you support the overall Thank you for the comment.

concept of HOT Lanes? The
Board of Trade supports HOT
lanes. Itisimportant that the
HOT lanes, which is true in this
case, are additional lanes, not
taking existing lanes and
converting them to HOT lanes.
That's our policy and also our
HOT lanes policy is the HOT lane
project share revenues with
transit within that corridor as
the revenues are provided when
a project is ongoing. We fully
support the project that's on the
Beltway and we look forward to
aregional system of HOT lanes
which will also encompass the
Beltway in Maryland in the
future.
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112 Public

135 Public

138 Public

91 Public

114 Public

Do you support the overall
concept of HOT Lanes? I'm
pleased that we're going to
move forward with HOT Lanes. |
think that it's going to help
reduce congestion and move
multiple people. And address
our air quality problems.

Do you support the overall
concept of HOT Lanes? | don't
think that the automobile, the
HOT Lanes plan would
necessarily work in this case.

Do you support the overall
concept of HOT Lanes? I'd like to
start by emphasizing that my
wife and | strongly endorse the
HOT Lanes idea as a useful one
and we accept the inevitability
of disruption the developing this
kind of thing entails.

Our concern has to do with the
lack of public transit
infrastructure involved in this
plan. There is no provision in
this plan for any public transit
infrastructure. While we say
that the HOT lanes will be free
for transit, there is no money for
transit. This 80-year plan that
has been presented here is
insensitive to any future
planning considerations of oil
supply and as such, we're not
getting what we need for the
future.

Put Metro on the beltway or
allow space for it if we have a
billion or so dollars to spend.

Response
Thank you for the comment.

Your comment is noted.

Thank you for your comment.

The Capital Beltway HOT lanes will create a
free-flowing network for buses - providing
opportunities for fast, reliable travel on the
Beltway for the first time. This is happening
at a time when the Dulles Metro Rail Project
is moving forward along with a number of
other large transportation jobs in motion in
northern Virginia.

Metro rail on the Beltway is not feasible due
to Right-of-Way impacts, cost and lack of
demand.
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132 Public |think we're shortsighted in
having this project go forward. |
think we obviously instead of
having four lanes added, we just
need two rail tracks and put
some trains, electricity, help the
environment and have actually
something that will work for the
generations to come.

135 Public  If we're taking this opportunity
to open the middle of the
beltway, it's a wonderful
opportunity to build rail system,
metro rail. Getting a rail system
out to the nation's capital's only
international airport, getting the
metro extended to one of the
nation's largest commuter
universities with a student body
of about 55,000 at George
Mason University, and around
the beltway.

Response

VDOT completed a Major Investment Study
in 1994 that found that highway
improvements promoting the use of High
Occupancy Vehicles and bus travel would be
the most effect strategy to serve current and
future demand on the Capital Beltway in
Virginia. The Capital Beltway HOT Lanes
project has been evaluated and approved
through more than 10 years of
environmental study and public input. VDOT
and the Federal Highway Administration
initiated an environmental study of
alternatives to improve and expand the
Capital Beltway in 1998. VDOT sought
community input on those initial plans
during three public hearings in 2002.
Following those hearings, VDOT significantly
scaled back the project in response to public
concerns. Following additional public
meetings in 2004, the Commonwealth
Transportation Board selected the Beltway
HOT lanes as the locally preferred alternative
in 2005. The Capital Beltway Project
includes a $1.4 billion fixed price design-
build contract. The private partners on the
project — Fluor-Transurban — are assuming
the risk for cost overruns. The Capital
Beltway Project will construction more than
70,000 linear feet of soundwalls across a 14-
mile stretch of the Beltway — providing new
soundwalls to many communities and
upgrading many existing soundwalls.

Metro rail on the Beltway is not feasible due
to Right of Way impacts, cost and lack of
demand.
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